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AARON COPLAND FUND AWARDS RECORDING GRANTS  
 

– Awards for Recordings Supporting a Variety of American Music – 
 

NEW YORK, NY – The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc. has awarded grants 

totaling $321,750 to performing ensembles, presenters and recording companies 

across America through its 2007 Recording Program. Thirty-two organizations received 

support for new releases and for reissues of contemporary American music. A 

complete list of grantees is below. 

 

The Fund received applications for 191 projects from organizations requesting a total 

of over $2.4 million. From these, an independent five-person panel reviewed the 

applications, discussed their relative merits, and made award determinations for forty 

projects. Among the projects supported are the Seattle Symphony’s recording of music 

by Bright Sheng; a recording of music by William Bolcom and Steven Mackey 

performed by the PRISM Quartet and the Boston Modern Orchestra Project; a reissue 

of recordings from SOURCE: Music of the Avant Garde; and a recording of music by 

Ben Goldberg featuring Goldberg, Carla Kihlstedt, Rob Sudduth, Devin Hoff, and Ches 

Smith. 

 

“In spite of a more stringent budget, occasioned by the needs of our other programs, 

the Panel for the Copland Fund Recording Program has been able to offer support for 

forty projects,” John Harbison, President of the Copland Fund, said. “The recipient 

organizations exhibit range in institutional size (from the Minnesota Orchestra to 

Zeitgeist) as well as aesthetic inclination (from Earplay’s two-CD survey of William 

Kraft to Pauline Oliveros and Ione at the Deep Listening Institute). Especially notable 

this year are a strong jazz representation (10% of the projects funded) and an interest 

in historical compilations (from SOURCE and Musica Elettronica Viva). We again thank 

our panelists for their many days of work, and their strongly voiced reactions.” 
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In keeping with his lifelong devotion to the music of America, Aaron Copland created 

the Fund and bequeathed to it a large part of his estate. The Fund’s purpose is to 

encourage and improve public knowledge of contemporary American music. In addition 

to the Recording Program, the Fund established a Performing Ensembles Program 

and a Supplemental Program for service organizations and other non-profit institutions. 

 

The Recording Program and Performing Ensembles Program are administered by the 

American Music Center (AMC), a national service and information center for new 

American music. Since its founding in 1939 by six composers including Aaron 

Copland, the American Music Center has been building a national community for new 

American music. AMC advocates for the community through NewMusicBox, its award-

winning web magazine, and Counterstream Radio, a 24-hour online station 

broadcasting music by a broad range of United States composers. AMC supports the 

community by administering $1.5 million in grants to individuals and organizations each 

year, and by offering professional development programs for artists. AMC connects the 

community with an array of information services designed to facilitate performances, 

including a vast, searchable online database of more than 40,000 works by American 

composers, publications and directories compiling opportunities in new music and 

other information useful to industry professionals, and benefits and services for nearly 

2,500 members in all fifty states and around the world. 

 

The next postmark deadline for applications to the Recording Program is January 15, 

2008. For more information, contact the Manager of Grantmaking Programs by mail at 

the American Music Center, 30 West 26 Street, Suite 1001, New York, NY 10010, by 

telephone at 212-366-5260 x29, or by email at center@amc.net. Complete guidelines 

and applications are available online at www.amc.net.
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Grant Recipient Location Project Description Grant 

Albany Records Albany, NY for a compilation of toccatas by American 
composers 

$5,000 

    for the music of Leon Kirchner $8,000 

Asia Society New York, NY for the music of Rudresh Mahanthappa $10,000 

Bang on a Can Brooklyn, NY for the music of Conlon Nancarrow and 
Ornette Coleman 

$10,000 

Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project 

Roslindale, MA for the music of Anthony Davis $15,000 

Bridge Records New Rochelle, NY for a compilation of music for violin $5,000 

    for the music of Steven Mackey $8,000 

    for the music of Peter Lieberson $15,000 

Cantaloupe Music Brooklyn, NY for the music of Julia Wolfe $3,000 

Chicago Classical 
Recording Foundation 

Chicago, IL for a compilation of works for violin and 
piano 

$10,000 

    for the music of William Ferris $10,000 

Chicago Jazz 
Philharmonic 

Chicago, IL for the music of Orbert Davis $5,000 

Classical Recording 
Foundation 

Pelham, NY for the music of Jorge Liderman $3,000 

Cryptogramophone 
Records 

Los Angeles, CA for the music of Ben Goldberg $8,000 

Deep Listening Kingston, NY for the music of Ione and Pauline Oliveros $1,000 

    for the music of Monique Buzzarte and 
Ellen Fullman 

$3,000 

Earplay San Francisco, 
CA 

for the music of William Kraft (2 CDs) $7,000 

Innova Recordings St. Paul, MN for the music of Henry Brant $5,000 

    for the music of Robert Moran $5,000 

KOCH International 
Classics 

Port Washington, 
NY 

for the music of George Tsontakis $10,000 
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Grant Recipient Location Project Description Grant 

Mallarmé Chamber 
Players 

Durham, NC for a compilation of works by African-
American composers 

$10,000 

Minnesota Orchestra Minneapolis, MN for the music of Stephen Paulus $15,000 

New Century Saxophone 
Quartet 

Greenville, SC for a compilation of commissioned works $5,000 

New Music Concerts Toronto, ON for the music of Elliott Carter $8,000 

New Professionals 
Orchestra 

Houston, TX for the music of Aaron Jay Kernis $12,000 

New World Records New York, NY for a four CD set of the music of Musica 
Elettronica Viva  

$10,000 

    for the music of Johanna Beyer $8,000 

Opus 21 Kalamazoo, MI for a compilation of commissioned music 
for Opus 21 

$10,000 

Orchestra 2001 Philadelphia, PA for a compilation of new American chamber 
orchestra works 

$12,000 

Other Minds San Francisco, 
CA 

for the music of Marc Blitzstein $8,000 

Pogus Productions Chester, NY for a reissue of a three CD set of recordings 
from Source: Music of the Avant Garde 

$4,250 

PRISM Quartet Philadelphia, PA for the music of William Bolcom and Steven 
Mackey performed by the PRISM Quartet 
and the Boston Modern Orchestra Project 
 

$13,500 

Seattle Symphony Seattle, WA for the music of Bright Sheng $15,000 

Sound Directions Warwick, NY for the music of James Emery and John 
Lindberg 

$7,000 

Spectrum Concerts Berlin Berlin-
Shoeneberg, 
Germany 

for the music of Ernst Toch (Vol.2) $8,000 

    for the music of Stanley Walden $5,000 

Speculum Musicae New York, NY for the music of Mario Davidosky $10,000 

Walden Chamber Players Arlington, MA for the music of Augusta Read Thomas $5,000 

Xtet La Canada, CA for the music of Donald Crockett $5,000 
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Zeitgeist St. Paul, MN for a compilation of music written for 
Zeitgeist 

$5,000 

 


