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AARON COPLAND FUND FOR MUSIC AWARDS RECORDING GRANTS 

The Fund provides support for recordings of contemporary American music 

 

The Aaron Copland Fund for Music has awarded $403,950 to a unique group of 

performing ensembles, presenters and recording companies through its Recording 

Program.  Thirty-one organizations received support for both new releases and for 

reissues of recordings of contemporary American music.  

 

The selection of grantees and awards were determined by an independent five-person 

panel appointed by the Fund. The panel considered 154 recording projects with 

requests totaling over $2,030,000. Forty project grants ranging from $5,000 to 

$20,000 were awarded.  Among the recording projects supported include Concerto 

for Flute, Strings, and Percussion by 1999 Pulitzer Prize winner Melinda Wagner, 

Resurrection, an opera by Tod Machover, Star Child by George Crumb, works by 

Paul Dresher, and a release of performances at the Lenox School of Jazz from      

1959-60. 

 

John Harbison, President of the Fund, commented: “As we approach the celebration 

of Copland’s 100th birthday, it is encouraging to observe the ever increasing interest 

in his music, and the effectiveness of his other legacy, his continuing care for the 

future of American music. This year’s grant recipients are the beneficiaries of 

Copland’s artistic achievement and of his foresight.  The members of the Board of 

Directors offer them our warmest congratulations.”   

 

In keeping with his lifelong devotion to contemporary American music, Aaron 

Copland created the Fund and bequeathed to it a large part of his estate.  The Fund’s 

purpose is to encourage and improve public knowledge and appreciation of 

contemporary American music.  In addition to the Recording Program, the Fund 

established a Performing Ensembles Program, and a Supplemental Program for 

service organizations and other non-profit organizations. 

 

The Recording Program and Performing Ensembles Program are administered by the 

American Music Center, a national service organization founded by Aaron Copland 

and other prominent composers in 1939 to promote the creation, performance and 

appreciation of contemporary American music. 

 

The next postmark deadline for applications to the Recording Program is January 15, 

2000.  To receive guidelines, contact the American Music Center, 30 West 26th 

Street, Suite 1001, New York, NY 10010, tel. 212-366-5260 ext. 29, or visit their 

web-site at www.amc.net. 
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 1999 Aaron Copland Fund for Music Recording Program Grantees

Applicant City/State Project Description Grant

Albany Symphony Orchestra Albany, NY Works of Morton Gould and Roy Harris $15,000

Works of Vincent Persichetti $20,000

American Composers Forum St. Paul, MN Re-release of works of Harry Partch's Delusion of the 

Fury

$5,000

American Composers Orchestra New York, NY Melinda Wagner's Concerto for Flute, Strings, and 

Percussion

$15,000

Boston Artists Ensemble Newton, MA Chamber works of Scott Wheeler $5,000

Boston Modern Orchestra Project Cambridge, MA Orchestral music of Bernard Rands $10,000

Bridge Records New Rochelle, NY Peter Lieberson's Horn Concerto $12,000

Works of Andrew Imbrie $4,000

George Crumb's Star Child $17,000

California EAR Unit Foundation Los Angeles, CA Solo piano works of Paul Dresher, Stephen Hartke, Art 

Jarvinen, and others

$7,500

Chamber Music Society of 

Lincoln Center

New York, NY Chamber works of George Rochberg $9,500

Classical Music, Inc. Albany, NY 3 Symphonies of Benjamin Lees $10,000

Music of Jan Krzywicki $4,000

Cleveland Chamber Symphony Cleveland, OH Music of Bernard Rands $10,000

Composers Collaborative, Inc. New York, NY Solo piano works recorded during CCI's Solo Flights 

concert series in NYC

$7,000

Composers Guild of New Jersey Wayne, NJ Opera by Frank Lewin Burning Bright $15,000

Composers Recordings Inc. New York, NY Music of Gene Gutche $9,250

Music of Otto Luening $7,500

Music of Hale Smith $10,000

Music of Herman Berlinski $9,250

Music of Earl Brown $9,250

Cygnus Ensemble New York, NY Music of William Anderson, Chester Biscardi, Anthony 

Braxton, Sebastian Currier, John Halle, David Lang, 

Robert Pollock, Charles Wuorinen

$7,500

GM Recordings Newton Centre, MA Recordings of jazz legends performing at the Lenox 

School of Jazz from 1959-60

$20,000

Gregg Smith Singers, Inc. New York, NY Morton Gould's Tolling and Solfeggio $4,000

Houston Grand Opera Association Houston, TX Recording of Tod Machover's opera Resurrection $20,000

Manhattan Chamber Orchestra New York, NY Works of Osvaldo Lacerda $8,700

Minnesota Orchestra Minneapolis, MN Orchestral music of Dominick Argento $10,000

New Century Saxophone Quartet Winston-Salem, NC Music of Sherwood Shaffer, Lenny Pickett, Benjamin 

Boone and others

$8,000

New World Records New York, NY Music of Barbara Kolb $10,000

New World Symphony Miami Beach, FL Chamber works of Dan Welcher $10,000

New York Concert Singers New York, NY Selection of American music for the Christmas holidays $5,000



 1999 Aaron Copland Fund for Music Recording Program Grantees

Applicant City/State Project Description Grant

New York Treble Singers New York, NY Music of Brian Schober $15,000

Orchestra 2001 Philadelphia, PA Music of J.S. Primosch, Gerald Levinson, and Arne 

Running

$10,000

Pacific Symphony Orchestra Santa Ana, CA Piano Concertos No. 1 and 2 of 

Lukas Foss

$15,000

Paul Dresher Ensemble San Francisco, CA Music of Paul Dresher $7,500

Seattle Symphony Seattle, WA Music of Bright Sheng $10,000

Music of David Stock $10,000

Third Angle New Music Ensemble Portland, OR Music of Roy Harris $7,000

University of Oregon Eugene, OR Music of Jon Deak $5,000

Vanguard Jazz Orchestra New York, NY Previously unrecorded music of Thad Jones, Wayne 

Shorter, Billy Strayhorn, and other music from 

Vanguard's library collection

$10,000

Total $403,950


